Living through a pandemic is to experience a unique period of history. Yet history is made up of many
unique periods and events: some destructive to the world and its inhabitants, others beneficial to
humankind, and still others that are simply happy or frivolous.
One important event in history was the invention of television. Miss E. H. McLean, possibly a teacher at
PLC, wrote this for the May 1927 issue of the Aurora Australis: 1

To put Miss McLean’s article into context we should understand:
Mr Baird – Electrical engineer and inventor John Logie Baird (1888-1946), the son of a Church of
Scotland minister, is generally credited with having developed the television. It is fitting that Australian
television’s “Logie Awards” are named in honour of Baird.
First demonstration – Baird gave the first public demonstration of moving silhouette images by
television at Selfridges department store in London in a three-week series of demonstrations
beginning on 25 March 1925. 2
Reading Miss McLean’s words nearly a century on, her last sentence is prescient: “So it seems he has
got something which may in time have influences as great as Marconi’s”. Guglielmo Marconi (1874-
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1937) developed the first effective system of radio communication. Few would
dispute the claim that television has had as great, or greater, influence as the radio!
It was nearly three decades later, in November 1956, that the Minutes of our College
Council recorded, “We were very pleased to receive at 24” T.V. Set.”3 This is the first
documentation of the College having a television and the acquisition was probably
so that teachers and staff could watch the Olympics, which opened in Melbourne on 22 November that
year.
Television sets remained scarce in the College for some years, as the Year 2 students went to Mrs
Thompson’s house to watch the astronauts landing on the moon in July 1969.4
Today we stream moving images on laptop computers and mobile telephones, both in the classroom
and at home, but the technology to do so is based on the demonstration of what Miss McLean wrote
about in 1927.

Boarders watching TV in 1995 (left) and 2003 (right).
Note that while many of the furnishings (and uniforms) are the same in both images, the television equipment has changed –
there are no “rabbit ears” in 2003!
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